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CCooaall  hhaass  aa  lloonngg  hhiissttoorryy  iinn  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa  tthhaatt  ddaatteess  bbaacckk  ttoo  tthhee  
mmiidd--1188tthh  cceennttuurryy,,  aanndd  rreemmaaiinnss  aa  ccrruucciiaall  eenneerrggyy  rreessoouurrccee  iinn  tthhee  
CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh  ttooddaayy..  RRooootteedd  ddeeeepp  iinn  WWeesstteerrnn  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa’’ss  
hhiissttoorryy,,  tthhee  ccooaall  iinndduussttrryy  iiss  tthhee  hheeaarrttbbeeaatt  ooff  mmaannyy  llooccaall  eeccoonnoommiieess  
aanndd  tthhee  lliivveelliihhoooodd  ooff    tthheeiirr  ccoommmmuunniittiieess..

NNaattiioonnaallllyy,,  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa  iiss  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  llaarrggeesstt  ccooaall--pprroodduucciinngg  ssttaattee..  
IInn  22002222,,  PPeennnnssyyllvvaanniiaa’’ss  bbiittuummiinnoouuss  ccooaall  pprroodduuccttiioonn  ttoottaalleedd  oovveerr  
4400  mmiilllliioonn  ttoonnss  ffrroomm  ttwweennttyy  ddiiffffeerreenntt  ccoouunnttiieess..

PJM is the 13 state regional transmission organization 
that provides power to all or parts of DE, IL, IN, KY, 
MD, MI, NJ, NC, OH, PA, TN, VA, WV plus D.C.

COAL POWERS PENNSYLVANIA
Coal’s ability to provide baseload power is unmatched by any other 
fuel source in affordability, flexibility, reliability, resiliency and security. 

Coal power meets the needs of the grid when demand is high, doesn’t 
require the wind to blow or the sun to shine, and is stockpiled onsite 
which guarantees access to fuel, especially during an emergency.

In 2022, coal accounted for 24% of the installed capacity in the PJM 
Interconnection, and over 18 million tons of Pennsylvania-mined 
thermal coal went to power plants on PJM's grid.

COAL POWERS THE ECONOMY
Pennsylvania coal makes steel and 
cement, and industries across the  
Commonwealth and the U.S. 
directly rely on those products 
to build the infrastructure and 
manufacture the products that 
drive our economy.

Domestically over eighteen million tons of coal was railed, seven million 
tons were barged, and two million tons were trucked to power plants 
and steel operations in the U.S.

Annually the coal industry supports over 17,000 direct and indirect full-
time jobs, contributes billions of dollars to the state’s economy, and 
many counties in the state rely heavily on the taxes generated to 
support schools and local communities.

Pennsylvania coal exports have gradually increased over the past 
decade, accounting for over one-third of our state’s coal distribution.

PENNSYLVANIA’S 
BITUMINOUS COAL INDUSTRY
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